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In the summer ol 1988,
three American  psychiatosts
granted an opportunity to travel to
the Soviet Unmion and study the
paychological effects of the threat ot
nuclcar war on Soviet chuldren. The
projcct was sponsored jointly by
International  Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclcar War and the
Rosearch Program for the Study of
Human Continuity, Departm:nt of
Piychiatry, Haivard Mcdical School

in Boston.
The American psychiatrists Drs.

Eric Chivian, John Mack and )Jeremy
Valetzky visited the Soviet Young
Pisnecr camps. One of them was near
Moscow and named after the first
Soviet and world man in space Yuri
Gagarin, the other was on the Black
'Sga coast, in the Caucasus.
| The investigators conducted vi-
| deotaped interviews with approxi-
| mately 80 children, 11-15 years old
*‘We wantcd to investigate.” said
Dr. Eric Chivian, the lcadcr of the
tcam, “what Soviet childien know
| about the subject of nuclcar weapons
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Moscow News

November 20, 1983, p . 47
English edition (Russian edition not reproduced here)
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“If there woie a nuddear war, what
would happen Dro )0 Mack asked

Oksana lrem Moscow, age 11 " i
atomic bombs were dropped a tarly
long time ago. but chuidren are stil)
heing born  with the cffects ol
radiation. It way starts, we might all
be without parents ©

Alever tromy Tambov Region, age
13. "The entue carth will heco e
a wastcland. All hiving things will
perish: no grass, no trees.”

Andrei from Moscow,ape 15 “tlow
many people atomic hombs killed in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ldon teven
knaw, but these nucddear weapons wall
kili a hundred times more.”

Doctor Chivian on his question,
“Do any of you ever think that there
might b¢ a nucdlear war in your hife-
time?® received the following answ-
ers.: 2

Boris trom Minsk, age 13. "Wc
hope that will never happen. The
conscquences are terrible.”
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The Soviet Umon and our
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The similar written questionnaires
by Amcnican psychiatnsts were also
petformed in six different California
nigh schools  The same questions
Amenican children answered in a very
close way ilaweser more American
children = A6 S per cent (in compari-
san aith LN per cent of Sovact
Kids) = think v nudear war  will
happen in their hfctime. The over-
whelming niajority of Soviet children
("33 per cent) think nuclear war
between the USA and the USSR can
be prevented This percentage among
Amcrican children is about 6S.

‘By Kid's Mouth the Truth Is
Telling". This film is now being
shown on television and at cincmas
throughout the United States.  Ex-
cerpts from it have alrcady been
shown on the NBC progranme
“Today".
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